. S\. 
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as cleimed by different historians;”*? though it is possible 
that she might have been consulted in different policy and State 
matters by Rajaram from time to time. She might have also 
looked after the correspondence and papers pertaining to 
differeht issues handled by Rajarem's government, when ‘Rajaram Nes 
was on tours and expeditions in Karnatak. a 
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the other cases of different Vatans were handled campetently 
and ina fairly good manner by Rajaram and by the persons of 
his administration. 

Rajaram's Vatan policy also generated a conflict betwee 
him and Santaji Ghorpade, his Commander~in-thief, 

As has been pointed out earlier, one of the objectives of ‘ 
the Vatan policy of Rajaram was to win over and attract the 
Marathas from the camp of Aurangzeb;to his side. To achieve that 
objective, Rajaram promised, and gave, large Vatan grants to the 
nobles who deserted jdurangzeb and joined his service. Tue to that 
policy, Hajaram became successful in winning over to his side, 
Nagoji Mane, a powerful Maratha noble, who was in the service of 
Aurangzeb. After coming over to the Swarajya, Nagoji Mane 
rendered a valuable service to Rajaram at Jinji. Rajaram, why 
had granted large Vatens to Nagoji, wrote to Semapati Santaji 
Ghorpade to treat well, and to give some work to be carried out 
to Nagoji's son, Subhanji Mane, to whom he had sent to Maharashtra. 
But Santaji, who seems to have developed hatred towards the 
deserters from Aurangzeb's camp, ill-treated Subhanji. Santaji'’s 
ill-treatment given to Subhanji could be also due to the fact 
that those deserters were given more of Vatanms and positions of 
honour by Rajaram in comparison with the small Vatans he had given Vv 
to his honest and loyal servants like himself and others upto 
that time. 

When Rajaram learnt about the ill-treatment given by Santaji 
to Subhanji, he gave a chance to Santaji of treating Subhanji 
honourably, and also tried to convince him that it was necessary 
for him to do so, as the Swarajya was passing through a critical max 
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to save his father’s Kingdom, Rajaram brought to his task a. 


cautious discerning mind, a vigour unimpaired by vice and a spirit 
that no danger could appal, no disaster dismay", 769 
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For,in the Marathi records there is no mention of any other 
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Exhaustive information about the matters which took place at 
Panhala after the death of Rajaram at Sinhagad (3rd March, 1700) 
upto 10th March, 1700, is not available in the extant Marathi 
sources, 

At Paphala, Maharani Tarabai and others were struck by sorrow, 
when they received the news of the death of Rajaram sent by 
Ramchandrapant dmatya. * 

After learning the news about the death of her husband, 
Rajaram, Tarabai seams to have decided to settle finally the issue 
of the succession to Shivaji’s throne of the Swarajya by bringing 
on it Shivaji, the eldest son of Rajaram. 

Accordingly, she performed the Manchakarohana” ceremony of 
Shivaji on 10th March, 1700,° and proclaimed him as Ghbatrapatd 
Shivaji II of the Swarajya. 

When Ramchandrapant met her on 15th March, 1700, and deliberated 
with her about the entire arrangement to be made for the management 
of the Swarajya, Tarabai told him about her desire of performing 
the coronation ceremony of her son, Shivaji rr.° Impliedly, she 
communicated to Ramchandrapant, that she was prepared to bring on 
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After saying that matter, Ramchandrapant went away. 

Then Parashuram Trimbak and Shankaraji Narayan requested 
Ramchandrapant to agree to what was in the mind of Taratai (i.e. 
agree to the performance of the coronation ceremony of Shivaji), 
and not to press his point of view (i.e. Shahu should be coronated 
as the Chhatrapati of the Swarajya). 

On that, Ramchandrapant said to then ‘I am not that type of 
person who will agree to whatever the master (Tarabai) says. But 
if you all wish to do that matter (Coronate Shivaji), I will not 
oppose you, " : 

Saying this, Ramchandrapant went away to his house. (When 
Parashuram Trimbak and Shankaraji Narayan reported their talk with, 
Ramchandrapant to Tarabai), Tarabai told then “to go to the house 
of Ramchandrapant, pacify his anger, and to secure his willingness 
( for the performance of the coronation ceremony of Shivaji). 

Accordingly, they went to Ramchandrapant and said to him, 
“Just as you worked (in the Swarajya) by recognising Shahu as your 
master, like that Rajaram also worked. But the mind (ways of thought) 
of Tarabai different (than that of you and Rajaram). So, you mst 
agree to what she has in mind (i.e, agree to the performance of 
Shivaji's coronation ceremony)", On that, Remchandrapant said, 

“ado whatever is beneficial (to the Swarajya)". | 

After that they wat to Tarabai and requested her(to arrange 
for the performance of the coronation ceramony of Shivaji). The 
Tarabai decided upon copducting the thread ceremony of her son 
Shivaji. When that ceremony was over, at fort Panhala the 
coronation ceremony of Shivaji was performea"” (on 10th March,1700). 


7. Chitnis - Bakhar of Rajaram, Pp.122-124. 
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At the time when Tarabei coronated her son, Shivaji, as the 
Chhatrapati, the condition of the Swarajya had become better, and 
the Maratha armies were trying to dash in the Mughal territories. 
Therefore, it cannot be said that Tarabai had brought her son on 
the throne of the Swarajya at an inopportune time. By that matter, 
Tarabai brought to and end the succession issue to the throne of 


the Swarajya. 
II, TARRI DECIDED TO ACT AS A REGENT OF SHIVAJI II 


_ As Tarabai had a training in the administration of the Swarajya 
during the last years of the life of Rajaram; and as she knew well 
the conditions , military and civil, of the Swarajya because of 
her tours of the Swarajya with her husband, Tarabai decided to act 


as a Regent of Chhatrapati Shivajijitill the time his minority in 
see was over oe hreraon hh bene hey And to Fhe tyeining Sheseams to 


hove arrer 


The extant sources of the period from 1700 to 1707, show 
that in her capacity as a Regent, she had managed all the affairs 
of the Swarajya with tact, statesmanship and a skill of high order. 


As has been pointed out earlier (See ~ Shapter 11, Swarajya Unde 


. That Tarabai had arranged for the training of Shivaji II gets proved 
” passed by the fact that on some of the paging of his reign, 
the words written by him are found. For exam 72 + Baluade 

VI, No.5,dated 4th November, 1702. Shivaji - was born 
on 9th June, 1696, was hardly a boy of over six years at the time 
of this document, "This shows that Tarabai had associated her son 
in the administration of the Swarajya quite early for making him a 
competent ruler. 
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with Tarbit Khan. The Bahila infantry, which was angry with 
Tarbityat Khan, secretly set fire to the trenches which were 
entirely of wood. ‘That fire burnt for seven complete days, and 
out of it, a number of Hindu and Muslim soldiers, who could not te 
brought out, burnt alive together.*° 

Though the Marathas made hard efforts to defend the fort of 
Satara against Aurangzeb,® it had become difficult for than to 
continue its defence as its defence-walls were severely damaged 
by the Mughal attacks. So, Parashuram Trimbak Pratinidhi, who was 
at fort Parali, persuaded Subhanji Fhandavalkar, the Maratha 
commandant of fort Satara, to surrender the fort of Satara to the 
Mughals through the mediation of prince Azzam, Accordingly, whem 
Aurangzeb promised safety to the persons in that fort, Subhanji 
handed it over to the Mughals on 2ist April, 1700.27 subhanji 
was then taken in the Mughal service by Aurangzeb. The fort of 
Satara then was named as Azzam Tara by aurangzeb. ” 

Leaving Satera, Aurangzeb marched to Parali (Sajjangad) and 
camped near its fort on 30th April, 1700.°9 ‘the Mughals attacked 
the fort of Parali on 4th June, 1700. Put as the Marathas fought 
against them tenaciously, the Mughal attempt to conquer that fort 
was not successful. As the Mughals did not succeed in conquering 
that fort by straight fighting, they tried to secure it by conducting 
negotiations with the Marathas through Prince Muhammad Azzam. Due to 
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that, on 9th June, 1700, the Maratha general of the fort of Parali 
surrendered that fort to Aurangzeb. Aurangzeb then named it as 
' Navares Tara’. 
The Maratha Plan of War (1700-1707) : 

The Maratha plan during the time of the campaign of Aurangzeb 
(1700-1707) was of making the position of the Mughals difficult and 
dangerous; of holding out the forts as long as possible , mt to 
surrender those if further resistance was to be of loss in men. id 
The Marathas desired to inflict maximum damage on the Mughal army Hs 
(auring 1700-1707).°2 
4urangzeb's Activities (June,1700-January.1701) 

After the capture of Parali, Aurangzeb marched towards 
Fhushangad. Tue to the heavy rains the Mughal army suffered greatly. 
Their animals of transport had perished in large numbers, With 
great difficulty, that army reached near Thushangad on 25th July, 

1700, 52 

From there, Aurangzeb sent prince Beday Bakht to invest Panhalgad. 
He also ordered Zulfiker Khan to accompany the Prince, “* 

From Thushangad, Aurangzeb marched to Khawaspur on the Man river 
on 30th dugust, 1700, At Khawaspur, durangzeb established his camp 
on the banks of the Man river. On ist October, 1700, as there was 
heavy rain in the hills, the Man river was in flood in the night time. ; 
As a result, “while the soldiers were fast asleep in their tents in 
the camp of Aurangzeb, all of a sudden the water came dow ranging 
from both banks and spread over the plain turning the land into wate: 
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In August, 1700, the Maratha general, Hanamantrao Nimbalimr 
attacked the town of Khatav, and killed its Mughal Thanedar, 
Ramchandra Khatavkar. Another Maratha general, Ranoji Ghorpade, 
attacked and killed the Mughal Thanedar of Begewadi (Bijapur District), 
Ranoji also looked the outposts of Indi.97 

When Aurangzeb was having his camp at Miraj, the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Marathas, Dhanaji Jadhav, marched in that area and threatened 
the Imperial camp itself. Aurangzeb, then sent Hamiduddin Khan and 
Munim Khan to fight against the Marathas. In the battle which esued 
after that between the Mughals and the Marathas, the situation became 
desperate for the Mughal troops. So, Aurangzeb was required to send 
Zulfikhar Khan to render help to Hamiduddin Khan, After that the 
Marathas dispersed. Aurangzeb then sent Zulfikhar Khan to assist 
Prince Bedar Bakth, who was asked earlier to invest the Maratha 
fort, Panhala, © 
The Siege of Panhala (Conta,) 

Aurangzeb had done a wise thing in sending Zlfikhar khan to 
Prince Bedar Bakth's camp at Panhala. For, the Marathas had started 
hovering around the Mughals in that area. Hukumatpanha Ramchandrapant 
4matya had marched with considerable cavalry and infantry fram 
Vishalgad (Khelana) in that area. The aim of the Marathas was to 
destroy the defences which the Mughals had constructed during their 
Siege of Fanhala. So, they started attacking the Mughal defences. 
4+ this time, the Banjaras (professional grain suppliers), who were 
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was very low. ‘So, even though the Maratha gn rl = the fort 
(of Panhala) was very small, the Mughals lacked /courage to capture 
that fort by direct assault, *? 

As a result of the inefficiency of the army, the Mughal 
siege of Panhala dragged on. When the Mughals could not make any 
effect on that fort, Prince Kambaksh, and Tarbiyat Khan tried to 
secure it by entering into negotiations with the Marathas, They 
succeeded in their effort. For, the Maratha Commandants of fort 
Panhala and Pavangad handed over their forts to Aurangzeb after 
receiving rupees fiftyfive thousand in cash on 28th May, 1701. 
Aurangzeb, then named Panhala as Nabi Shah Durga, He also named 


Pavangad as Pani Shah Durga. ** 


After the capture of Panhala, Aurangzeb marched to Khatav and 
spent the rainy season at that place. During that period the 
Mughals secured the small forts of Chandan, Vandan, and Nandgiri 
from the Marathas by means of negotiations, In October, 1701, 


Prince Bedar Bakth, captured the forts of Samangad and Kalanidhi 
from the Marathas, *° ’ 
The Maratha Position in 1701-1702 A.D. 

By 1702, the Maratha army had become a source of great trouble 
to the Mughals, That was because the Marathas had spread in every 
part of the Deccan"like ants and locusts". They had parcelled out 
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provinces among themselves. Thus there existed a dual adminis- 
tration - the Mughal and that of the Marathas - in the Deccan. 
The Marathas exacted revenue from every Fargana in the Deccan to their 
will and pleasure, *4 

@ilfikhar Khan had been given the task of pursuing the Maratha 
field armies by Aurangzeb, During the campaign he had to cover 
the Deccan from one end. to the other, The Marathas had kept up a 
running fight. That was because "the aim of the Maratha field 
armies was to lure Zalfikhar Khan as far away from the Imperial 
camp as possible; to attack the small Mughal forces; inflict the 
maximum possible damage with minimum possible damage to themselves; 
and thus keep up a running fight. In this particular campaign 
which extended from the winter of 1701 to the rainy season of 1702, 
‘Zulfikhar Khan had to cover a distance of at least two to three 
thousand miles, "45 

Zulfikhar Khan's activity of pursuing the Marathas during 
1701 to 1702 has been narrated in the Mughal sources.*® ‘from those 
sources, it is gathered that “Zulfikhar Khan first engaged the Maraths 
near Parenda (Osmanabad)., From there they moved to Charthana 
(in the Parbhani District). When the Mughals pursued than, the 
Marathas went to Lonar in Berar, Then by way of Mehkar, the 
Marathas pursued to Elichpur, By that time, the local population 
had joined the Marathas, which now numbered nearly sixty thousand, 
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> Mughal Siege of Vishalge ae 
On 7th November, 1701, emperor Aurangzeb proceeded from 
Vardhangangad (Sadikgad) towards the Maratha fort Vishalgad(Khelna). 
On 6th Decanber, 1701, he camped at a distance of seven miles fran 
Vishalgaa*’ and besieged that fort. 

The siege of Vishalgad dragged on for nearly six months, 
Muhammad Amin Khan, the Mughal general, was sent by Aurangzeb to 
descend into Konkan and devastate the surrounding country-side, 
Aurangzeb also recalled Prince Bedar HBakht to Vishalgad from Panhala, 
and ordered Yakut Khan to send infantry reinforcement to Vishalgad. 

The Mughals tried to run trenches. In one of those operations, 
Fatehullah Khan, the Mughal general, was seriously injured by the 
fall of a stone. The garrison kept up a continuous shower of fire 
and hurling of stones weighing one hundred and two hunared maunds, 
The bombardment fran the Mughal cannons could not make any effect 
on the fort of Vishalgad. On 27th April, 1702, at last the Mughals 
succeeded in capturing the outer defence of that fort. Therefore, 
Aurangzeb ordered Prince Bedar Pakht to carry the guns forward and 
batter down the gate of that fort. That fort at last surrendered to 
the Mughals on 7th June, 1702. ‘hat was mainly because of 
Aurangzeb’s letter of 27th May, 1702, which he had written to 
Parashuram Trimbak Pratinidhi and in which he had promised safety 
to the persons who were in that fort.*9 

The Mughal army which has suffered terribly due to the heavy rain 
in the region of Vishalgad,reached Bahadurgad on i3th November, 1702, 
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vie Panhala, and Wadgaon, Aurangzeb stayed at Pahadurgad upto 
the ara December, 1702. 
Maratha Acti vi ty in 1702 

The Marathas continued to hover round the camp of Aurangzeb 
as usual. At Beahadurgad, where Aurangzeb had encamped, the 
Marathas. took away some elephants which had been taken out for 
grazing, °1 

In July, 1702, Bahirji alias Hindurao Ghorpade attacked and 
captured Bhimgad°* from the Mughals, Hindurao again descended 
in South Konkan in the winter and attacked the territory of Fonda, 
which was under the Mughals, and conquered it. The Marathas also 
laid seige to the Mughal held fort of aril The Marathas succeeded 
in capturing that fort in December, 1702. 


On 2nd December,1702, Aurangzeb left Behadurgad in order to 
reduce Simhagad (Kondana) which was in the possession of the 
near 
Warathas. He reached/Simhagad on 37th December,1702. 


In 1702, Maharani Tarabai took steps due to which the 
Maratha troops actively raided the territories of Gujarat, Malwa. 
and Karnatak, In the early two years of her rule, the Marathas 
had not moved in the outside territories of Maharashtra. 

When Aurangzeb was busy in reducing the Maratha forts in the 
Swarajya, Maharani Tarabai sent her generals to attack the parts 
of the Mughal empire. Due to that, Lge cme was caused in the 


ND IEE STALE i iE ANT SATION 
OF THE KINGDOM OF KOLHAPUR (1710- 1714 A.D.) 


Though on 12th October, 1707, Taratai's troops experi mced 
a reverse in the tattle of Khed que to the practice of foul means | 
by Shahu, she being a woman of a resolute determination, she by 
organized resistance to Shahu with a renewed zeal? 

(A) Foundation of the Kingdom of Kolhapur (1710) 

1. After establishing his Kingdom of Satara on 12th January, 
1708, Shahu tried to effect a compromise with Taratai. This 
could be because, he did not consider himself sufficiently strong 
to resist the opposition of Tarabai to him, as, even after her 
defeat at Khed, she still commanded a significant support of her 
loyal subjects. 

According to the main terms suggested by Shahu for a compromise 
with Tarabai on 16th January, 1708; (i) the territory beyom the 
northern bank of the river Warna, and the confluence of the 
rivers, Warna and Krishna upto the northern bank of river Tungabhadra, 
and the forts and the military posts in that territory, along with 
the territory of Prant Miraj and the military posts in Prant 
Vijapur, including the rivers, which are in Tarabi'’s possession 
were to be given to Shahu by Tarabai; (ii) the territory from the 
Southern bank of the confluence of the rivers Warna and Krishna 
upto the river Tungabhadra including the forts and the military . 
posts in it, were to be under Tarabai; and (iii) the territory earlier 
i, Mageat - @PGi-l, Pp, aa7-8M.=2=2=~C~C“‘“CO‘“#;(#NNSSCONW”#C;*™*C*‘(‘(“(‘CSCN 
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secona wife, Parvatibai committed Sati after his death.° 


delivered a son. Tarabai named him as Rajaram (after the name of her 
husband, Chhatrapati Rajaram), but used to call him as Ramraja, because 
it was not customary during those days for a Hindu lady to utter the 
name of her husband publicly except on some festive occasions. That 
son of Shivaji, therefore, came to be known publicly as Ramraja.’ 

Hearing the news about the birth of that son of Shivaji, Chhatmpati 
Sambhaji saw that child, Sambhaji then gave instructions for the 
proper bringing up of Ramraja. 
(v) Tarabi Se eiihiee 


- Later, Tarabai sensed that the attitude of Sambhaji had become 
hostile towards Ramraja (as Ramraja was to become his rival to the 
throne of Kolhapur}. So, for the safety of Ramraja‘s life from the 
evil doings of Sambhaji, Tarabai decided to send away Ramraja to a 
secret place . 

Then, Tarabai, in consultation with Phavanibai, Parasnis, Waknis 
and Kakasaheb Fhosle, decided that they should declare that the child 
(Ramraja) had died and then send away that child out of the prison. 
After that was managed, they should hand over that child for its fuwre 
rearing up to Santu the wife of a Rajput guard, Ghashiram, whose newly 
born child had expirea.® 
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They planned that Ghashiram should leave the service of 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji on the grounds that he was required to go back 
to hig home town, and hand over that chila for its future care to 
Fhagwantrao Amatya (the son of the late Hykumat Panha Ramchandrapant 
Amatya), at Bavda. 

Accordingly, on the decided day, Tarabai gave a heavy dose of 
opium to Ramraja which stopped his physical movements. She and others 
then declared that Ramraja had died, and wailed in the midenight.? 

Then Kakasaheb Fhosle Jintikar, pretending to go out to ‘pug ) the hw 
child, had a pit dug and in it deposited a Bhakari (bread) and two | 
roosters in it. He then delivered the child to the Rajput's Living» 
quarters, 1° 

The next morning, the Rajput, his wife and the child descended 
from the fort and, after going to Bavda, reported the events to 
Fhagwentrao Amatya, 1+ 

Santu and her husband were at Bavda secretely for Pive years 
qith Ramraja.!® But that was somehow discovered by Jijabai, the queen 
of Chhatrapati Sambhaji. 

Sensing that Jijabai might harm Ramraja, who was a presumptive 
heir to the Kingdom of Kolhapur, Tarabai and Bhagwantrao Amatya sent 
away the Rajput with Santu and Ramraja into the Konkan fran Bavaa. +° 

After that, the Rajput family was at Sawantwadi for a year or so 
with Ramraje.From there, they took Famraja to Khare Patan. /* 
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later, when his wife, Santu, died, the Rajput handed over Ramraja, 
to Krishnabai (the elder sister of Ramraja, who was married to Nimbaji 
Nimbalkar of Pangaon ) alias Dargabai Nimbagkar at Pangaon, a far away |“ 
place from Kolhapur, ‘hen, that Rajput died after two years./° 

It could be that by sending her trusted persons secretly to the 
places where Ramraja lived from time to time, Tarabai, took the care of 
Ramraja's well-being and safety just as she was doing that matter when 
she was with Shahu at Satara from 1730 A.D, onwards, 1° 

After that event, the information about Tarami'‘s life in the 
prison of Sambhaji is not available in the extant sources upto 1730 4.D, 


In 1730, in order to put to an end to the disturbances whim Chhatra- 
pati Sambhaji of Kolhapur was creating in the Kingdam of Satara through 
the agency of his general, Udajirao Ghavan, Shahu deputed his generals 
Sripatrao Pratinidhi and Senapati Shambhusing Jadhav against Udaji. 
On that, they besieged the camp of Udaji, which was at Shrirole Gumat, 17 
At that very time, Chhatrapati Sambhaji had set out for visiting 
the sacred tenple of Narsoba Wadi along with the members of his royal 
family including Tarabai. On his way to Narsoba Wadi, Sambhaji 
discovered that Udaji Chavan’s camp was besieged by the army of Shahn. 
So, he went for the help of Udaji, and rescuing him from the amy of 
Shahu, brought him to his own camp. After that, on the next day, Shahu's 
army attacked and defeated Sambhaji and Udaji Chavan. Sambhaji and 
Udaji, then fled for safety to the fort of Panhala, leaving the members 
of the royal family behind in the camp. 


15. Sardesai - Balajirao, p. 12; 354. 
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17. Garge - Karvir Riyasat, p. 150. 


When Tarabai was born (c. 1674) Chhatrapati Shivaji had established 
the Swarajya. During her childhood days, as her father Hambirrao 
Mohite was the Commander-in-Chief of Shivaji, she had an occasion 
to hear about the daring exploits of Shivaji against the enemies, the 
strict discipline he maintained in his army, the manner in which he 
administered impartial justice, and the way by which he maintained 
his dignity as the (nhAtrapati by not tolerating the spirit of 
insubordination of any one upto the time of his death in 1680. 

After Shivaji, because of her marriage with Rajaram, she had 
seen from close quarters as to how Sambhaji was as the Chhatrapati 
of the Swarajya. He was a stern and resolute Ghhatrapati, who, in 
order to maintain the dignity of his position did not bow dow his 
head before Aurangzeb, even though he was the captive of the Mughals, 
and by facing boldly an horrible death, had brought glory to the 
position of the Ghhatrapati, and had at the cost of his life, 
preserved the independence of the Swarajya. 

later, she had seen as to how her husband Chhatrapati Rajaram 
maintained the dignity and powers of the Gohatrapati in the Swarajya 
by never getting cowed down before the threating conditions, by never : 
entertaining even casually an idea to surrender to the Mughals, ana by 
not tolerating the insubordination of his bravest commander like 
Santa jiGhorpade. 

After Rajaram, Tarabai herself had wielded the supreme powers 
of the Ghhatrapati, and while exercising those powers she had never 


nonenti ty or a mere figure-head. . 

By the creation of that Maratha confederacy, Shahu had given 
under the Maratha commanders the areas which they had brought under 
their control while fighting against the Mughals upto 1707.° 

That was because “Shahu himself owed his position to the help 
which these jagirdars (commanders) rendered him in the first instance. 
He coulda not deprive then of their possession at his will. They could 
have revolted and created confusion in the midst of the civil war 
which was not of his seeking. He had no regular amy of his own for 
putting down feudal disaffection and revolt. "4 

As Shahu somehow wanted to became the Chhatrapati, he agreed to 
the usages and practices of the Maratha confederacy which were 
mainly settled by Peshwa Palaji Vishwanath. 

According to those usages and practices “the members of the 
Maratha confederacy were supposed to keep a certain number of trained. 
fighters for the service of the State whemever called upon, to defray 
their expenses out of the Chauth they collected, and pay the balance 
into the Government treasury rendering regular accounts of their 
tranactions to the Chhatrapati. *° 

But those members offered all kinds of peste ee and troubles 
when called upon to render service to the Chhatrapati, "Thgy aid not 
often entertain the stipulated quota of troops and accoutrements, set 
a thousand execuses for non-attendance ami always exhibited the usual 
separatist tendency and selfishness so ruinous to the interests of 
the State. Their accounts were never perfect, could not be settled 


- Sardesai - NHi-ITI, edie. gives the details of the areas which 
were under different Maratha commanders of Shahu. | 
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According to that treaty, (i) the territory to the south of river 
Warna, and stretching right upto the bank of Tungabhadra was assigned 
to Sambhaji’s independent sovereignty in all essentials, but 
subordinate to Shahu as far as his foreign relations ami safety were 
concerned; and (ii) the southern districts beyond the gungathadra 
right upto Rameshwar were common for joint endeavour. 14 - 

This treaty was clearly the result of Tarabai's foresight. She 
séems to have mediated between Sambhaji and Shahu, probably because 
she felt insecurity about the fate of her State of Kolhapur under a 
ruler like Sambhaji, whose “character and capacity were limited", 
Therefore, she seems to have thought of securing a constitutional 
guarantee of its independence from Shahu for its permanent existence, 

This is borne out by the fact that "the Kolhapur rulers claimed 
equality of status with those of satara",/5 ana due to that even 
after Shahu, his Peshwas respected then as independent rulers, 16 
Due to that treaty, "a separate Kingdom came to be permanently 
created in the heart of Maharashtra", ?” 

Thus the mediation of Tarabai between Shahu and Sambhaji, saved 
permanently that part of Shivaji's Swarajya which constituted the 
territory of the Kingdom of Kolhapur from going under Shahu and 
his successors, and thereby under the Mughals, 

2. Mediation of Tarabai Between Shahu and Peshwa Bajirao I 

Whenever there developed a misunderstanding and strained relations 
between Shahu and his Peshwa, Bajirao I, Tarai councelled Bajirao I 
to act according to Shahu's inclinations. That helped them both in 
developing proper understanding about each other, 18 
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played om impor tant role in the rearing up of Ramraja in secrecy.”° 
Shahu also asked Thagwantrao Amatya to send Ramraja, who was at 
Bavada in 1745, to Pangan” for his safety. 


Accordingly, Bhagwantrao Amatya sent Ramraja to Pangaon. 


1. "The Death of Shahu (15th December, 1749) 

Shahu wanted to adopt Ramraja during his life time. JBut he could 
not do so during 1745-1749, because of the serious opposition of 
his Queen Sakwarbai to that matter. 

In 1749, Shahu became seriously ill. When he sensed that his 
end was coming nearer, he told the Peshwa, Nanasaheb, Mahadaba 
 Purandare, and Govind Khanderao Ghitnis, to bring Ramraja urgently 
from Pangaon to him®> (for adoption). Hut by the time the arrangenent 
for bringing Ramraja to Shahu could be made, Shahu expired on 15th 
December, 1749, 

26 W. Shahu 

During his last sickness Shahu had desired to give, after his 
death, the responsibility of the management of the Kingdom of Satara 
to Raghuji Phosle of Nagpur, Fatesing Bhosle of Akalkot, Senapati 
Yashwantrao Dabhade of Gujarath, and others. Accordingly, through his 
trusted man, Govindrao Chitnis, Shahu had inquired with them whether 
any one of them was prepared to shoulder the responsibility of 
managing the Kingiom of Satara after his death.”” 

When none of them came forward to shoulder the responsibility of 
the management of the Kingdom of Satara, sometime before his death, 


25 Rajwade KhandasVIII, No. 171, Pp. 199-201. 
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Shahu wrote in his ow handwriting two notes (orders), for giving 
instructions to Peshwa Nanasaheb about the management of the Kingdom 
of Satara after his death.” ‘Those notes (orders) are regarded as 
the Will of Chhatrapati Shahu in the history of the Marathas. 

The instructions given by Shahu in those notes (orders) to 
Peshwa Nanasaheb were as follows: - 

First Note (Order) 

"Falaji Pradhan Pandit is hereby commanded : You should collect 
troops; several others were similarly asked, but they do not accept 
(the responsibility of managing the Kingdom of Satara). I could not 
write this before. Nor do I now hope to recover. The concerns of 
the State must be protected. Therefore, you should take steps to 
continue the succession. Do not bring in Kolhapur (do not make 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji as the ruler of the Kingdom of Satara), I have 
explained the matters to (Govindrao) Chitmis. You should conduct the 


oD the throne, and continue the functioning of the RB fandal. I have 
every confidence in the Ghitnis. You should work in cooperation with 
him, and protect the Kingdon (of Satara.) Whoever becomes the __ 

Chhatrapati, he will not remove you from your position of the Peshwa 


(and appoint some one else in your place). May you act wisely.”” 


“Palaji Pandit Pradhan is commanded. We feel confident, you 
will carry out the responsibility of the management of the Kingdom of 
Satara. I was sure about that matter myself, and the Chitnis has 
28, Chitnis - Bakhar of Shahu, Pp.134-155; Ra jwade Khand-VI, p, 299; 

Sardesai - Aitihasik Patra Podh, Pp. 49-50. 
29. Chitnis ~ Ibid. 


251. 
Tarabai related to the problem of Ramraja. 

Put in the light of those credible sources, the account of 
Tarabai at Satara during 1750-1761 is as follows. 

After the cremation rites of Shahu and Sakwarbai had been 
performed, an official deputation from Satara headed by Bapuji 
Khanderao Chitnis, brought Ramraja to Satara from his retreat at 
Pangaon with his elder sister, Daryabai Nimbalkar.* 

In his incredible account about Ramraja’s coronation, Hitnis 
has pointed out that, (after) arriving “at Vaduth on the Krishm on 
26th December, (1749), he (Ramraja) called on Tarabai the same 
afternoon in the temple of Shakunteshwar, The next day, 27th 
December, the Peshwa (Nanasaheb) along with the Sardars ani officials 
called on Ramraja ani made their obeisance to him by offering nazars, 


"On Thursday, 4th January, 1750, Ramraja left his quarters outside, 
passed through the gaily decorated city (Satara) in a procession, and 
ascended the throne at Shahunagar (the present day city of Satara 
founded by Shahu which is to north of the Fort of Satara) late in the 
‘afternoon, The new King (Ramraja) married two wives on 8th February, 
Tukabai (Shirke) ana Sagunabai daughter of Baranji Mohite.° 

Ohi tnis(has further state¢ that “after the coronation ceremony 
of Ramraja, when the dignitories, who had collected together on that 
occasion, expressed different doubts about the genuineness of Ramraja, 


4, Ghitnis - Bakbar of Shabu, he 133-134; Sardesai - NHM-II,p.301; 
Sardesai - Balajirao - ae Pe 20-21. 
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